Working asial psychologist with
visually impairedichildren and youth
In iInclusive settings

New: challenges’ or'just a different werd fior the same; procedure
Heinz Graumann, Psychologist

Statewide; Outreach and Resource Centre for the Viusally: Impaired,
Schileswig/  Germany.
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Overview

Whiat dees Inclusion: mean?

Tihe LES — resource andl outreach centre

Psychoelogical work in Inclusive settings

Inclusion’ andl Selution and Resource; Focused Counceling
Case story about a young man withivistual impairment

Conclusion, perspectives
R
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UN Convention of the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities, 2006

Purpese off Convention (Article 1)

Jjo promote, protect and ensure the full and egual enjeyment of all human

rights and fundamental fireedoms, by all persons with| disabilities, and to
promote respect for their inherent dignity:

Artilcle 24 ensures anl inclusivereducation system),
net te be excluded firom general education
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Child as a problem Education system
as a problem

o o

Is different from other children Mot equipped to handle diversity

—i} Rigid methwods
VL

H : ol i —D Rigid cwarriculum
—t} Parants not imeocheed

—[:} Meeds special equiprment _t;, Many drop-outs

many repsaters

Meads spacial emdronment
_[} i v

—D Meeds special teachers ﬂ'ﬁﬁ“ _' pment

Inaccessible environments

Child is excluded from school excluding children from
school
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" ,For a fair and equitable selection, the exam is the
same for all of you: You have to climb up the tree!*

JZum Zicle einer gerechten Auslese lautet die Prafungsaufgabe fir Sie alle gleich: Klettern Sie auf den Baum!”
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How can schools cope with the
challenges of inclusive education?

1ie: become aniincltsive school SUppPort IS’ necessary. to
provide; an adequate educationall service, fior children
With specialreducationalineeds (SEN)

- Special schools are necessary as
' ,FEesoUrce centers  amnd as
> ,schools without pupils® to
SUpPpPOort Inclusive education; fior
childrenwith SEN
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Consequences for schools?

Responsibility fer allfchildren/pupils
Adaptation off methods and media

Cooperation with diffierent kind ol special

SCMOOIS and’ proefessionals

AccessIbility: for all

Participation of parentsiand pupilss .
((,Nething abeut us, without us!™) iy 3 g o
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Consequences for Special
Schools?

Subsidiary: support fior the lecallschools
NG pupils
Change; ol metheds

Cooperation withr différent: schools and
profiessionals

Participation ofi parents and pupiis
(,,Nething about us, witheut us!™)
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LES -
Supporting Inclusive
Education

Eounded in 1983

Model of ai resource centre tor support vistally impaired
children andyoutis infall Kind off schoels! in Schleswig-

IHolstein

Subsidiary services for pupils
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Supporting and consulting services in
local schools and in the community

Early intervention

Visually impaired pupils in
regular scnooIs

Blind pupilsiin regular

oo g 2,
el PUpilsiwith additional needs
I the area of Iearning
w4’ difficulties
- = ¥ Q
P Students i transition from
ﬁ:’\ﬂﬁr \ school te woerking; life
“wolilis ‘
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Courses

=0r students
=OI parents
=0r families

2007/06/26 14110
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Courses for teachers and other
professionals

lleachers! in regular schools

Educationalland therapeutical
profiessionals

Professionals involvedtinithe - \
transition Process of vocational S ks 9
preparation and training = .

Partners in other institutes
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Special services

: E
Orientation: andi mMonility 7 =
Daily living and werkings skills o,

L@W! VISION aSSEessment N Oy
Assessment and advices! fiof adeguate
coOmpUter equipment:anduse

Psychelogicall assessment anadl cotnseling
Media center:
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Multi-Professional Staff

Speciall Education| Tieachers Pre-Schooll Tleachers
Psychielogist Social Workers
Pedagoegues Specialist inf Physical
EdUcation
Orientation and Mebility.
Jleachers Media Assistants
Rehabilitation/DLS Tieachers Braille-Transcribers
Orthoeptists Administrative Staif

Low! Vision lleacher
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Consequences for a
Psychologist working in a
resource centre?

Being part off a multi-disciplinary team

Working| in the envirenment off the child and
parents

Buildingl netwerks and prometing cooperation
With: different professionals and Institutes

Participation amnd confidentiality: %
Looking for reseurces and strengths ﬁ
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Expertise of a Child
Psychologist for the resource

center
EXPErtiserin

Psychoelogicall assessment: methods for' blind and
visually impaired children

Child development concepts
Visual perception processes

Socialland psychological consequences’ of visual
IMpalfmeEnt

Counseling and therapeutic methoeds and tools

SUpervision and counseling concepts! fior
colleagues
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Some work areas

Visually impaired children with autism
Family’ support, counseling

Cooperation with' dififerentiinstitttes e.g. child
psychiatric cliniciand scnool psychologists, etc.

Assessment off visual perception problems (CVI)

Courses: Communication: skills, social
competence, vocational erientation
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Solution Focused Approach

Most compatinle With inclusion philosepiy.

Strengti-ased approach developed by
Inseo; Kin' Berg, Steve deShazer & others

at the Brief Family: Therapy: Centerin
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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Basic Rules of SFI
It IS not Broken — don't fix It

Onece you knew what Werks well;
do more of it

I 1t doesnit work, do something different

‘giﬁ\‘—-—-\} III. ECPVI Conference in Vilnius, Lithuania , 30.03.2010
LFS-Schleswic Heinz Graumann, Landesférderzentrum Sehen, Schleswig




SFIT - Inclusion

[FocUsed! on reseurce and strengths
Participation

[Focused omn goals andl needs ofi the pupils and
Parents

PUpIls and parents as the experts off Nis goals
and selutiens
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A young man with V. I. in his local
school supported by the LFS

I 1thi grade sehoeol in the north

School and family’ are; supportedr by LES

2005) psychological assessment with WISC T1T,
2007 psychologicall assessment on mathematics

Mobility: training

a’;//'“\l—___\} III. ECPVI Conference in Vilnius, Lithuania , 30.03.2010
LFS-Schleswic Heinz Graumann, Landesférderzentrum Sehen, Schleswig




Asperger Syndrom

Counseling at heme: withr the wnole family.

(Cooperation:
s Diagnosis: psychiatrist
s School support: BIS, LFS

= Family’ therapy:and communication training:
Office ofi consulting for autism

a Einances: Offfice of social affailks
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Courses
Mobility training
\/ocational orientation

heatre
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Perspectives
Goal: Nigh school grade

Alternatives: vecational training
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Conclusions

Inclusioni Is ai process

fihere are strong tendencies in Germmany.
adainstinclusion and for segregation

Reflecting our: profiessional activities oni the
PHNCIpals off INCIUSIoN

[FOCUS Onl participation and 6n ESOUFCES
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Allractivitiestmust Include; the participation; of
persons with disabjlities andl thelr amilyz:

‘Nothing about us'without us
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www.Ifs-schleswig.de
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